
CHAPTER IV 

THE TERRITORIAL :MILITIA 

"ACT TO ORGA....'\TZE THE ).1ILITIA" 1 61-REPORT OF ADJUT.Al T 
GE ER.AL AYRE-THE "VOL .·TEER MILITIA-TYLER' RA~G
ERS-INDI.Af.l IT ATIOX 1 6-:1:-1 65-COLONEL :;\1Q0);1LIGHT'S 
DECLARATION OF URTIAL LAW-THE :B'IR T COLORADO YOL
UNTEER MO JTED 1\1ILITIA-C0:.\1P AXIES A, B, AND C, COI10-
RADO VOL ITEER 1\IILITIA-LACK OF MILITARY Pl~OTE TION 
-INDIA WAR OF 1 6 -REORGA IZAT]O;_ OF GOVERNOR 'S 
GUARDS- JEW ORG NIZATIONS-END OF TERRITORIAL GOV
ERNME T. 

In the preceding hapter I have attempted to r e-count briefly the hi tory 
of the volunteer organizations of the territory in the ivil War of 1 61-65. and 
in thi chapter it i intended to continue the early military hi tory of Colorado 
by tracing the inception and development of the rniVitw organization down 
to the institution of tate go>ernment in 1 76. 

On October 1 th 1 61, the Legi lative As embly of the Territory of olo
rado, at it fir t e ion, held in Denver , passed "an Act to Organize the 
Militia ", and thi act wa the first attempt made to provide an organized mili
tary force for the territory.1 The unsettled condition incident to the Civil 
War and the constant trouble with the Indian made some such action impera
tive, and although the act as pa ed later developed many deficiencie and 
inconsi tencie , neverthele s it wa tep in the right direction and it did at 
lea t get the military organization of the territory started along proper lines. 
Its principal provi ions were as follow : The Governor was the ommander-in
Chief, and appointed an Adjutant General with the rank of Brigadier General. 
The Territory wa divided for military purpo e into two divi ion di trict by a 
line running due ea t and west through the town of Bradford O>er each of 
which a Major General was appointed, and under him there were Brigadier 
Generals, the number varying from time to time. All male citir:en in the terri
tory between the age of eighteen and forty-five (except certain pecified ex
emption ) were to be enrolled and the Brigadier G.enerals were instructed to 
arrange the per ons enrolled into companies and to letter the companies. 
The number of brigade , regiment and companie was u ually determined by 
law, but at time it was left to the di cretion of the Military Board. Pro
vi ion were made for the proce. s of enrollment. but inasmuch a this ection 
of the law wa honored more in the breach than the ob ervance it oon became 
very much of a dead letter, and in its tead there gradually developed the 
custom of organizing and enrolling what were termed vdfanteer militia com
panies of which more anon. 

The act of 1 61 wa modified by a imilar act passed by the Territorial 
Legi lature on Augu t 14th, 1862, and again by an act for the ame purpose 
approved February 10th, 1 65. This latter act with some minor modification , 
continued in effect until it wa r eplaced by the Act of 1 79, the first militia 
law passed by the Legi lature after the establishment of state government. 
The glaring defect of the acts pa sed by the succes ive Territorial Legi lature 
of Colorado wa the inadequacy of the provi ions made for the proper enroll-

1 See Appendix A. 
(36) 
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ment of the militia, and practically all of the governor of the Territory made 
ome mention of the defect in their mes age to the Legi lature. Under date of 

December 3, 1 67, Adjutant General Hal Sayre, in his report, to the Governor, 
ay in part: 

" il1ilitia. Under thi h ead my report i unaYoidably meager. There has 
never yet been a full and perfect organization of the militia in the Territory; 
the rea on of which is that no pro>i ion, or at lea t no adequate provi ion i 
made for the payment of the different officers whose duty it is to make the 
enrollment and perfect the organization. "' • * In our pre ent militia law, pro
vi ion i made for a military poll-tax, but o far a I can learn nothing ha ever 
been collected under the act, or if collected, the variou collector have taken 
car e that none of it reached the Territorial trea ury". 

Adjutant General ayre was no doubt justifiably evere in hi cen urP of 
exi ting condition, but the fact that attempt haci been made in the pa t to 
enroll the militia let the following te tify: 

H eadquarter 1st Brigade. 
Central City, 
June 25, 1 6-! 

The proper authoritie (a es ors) of the everal countie included in the 
1 t Division, are olicited to complete the enrollment of the Militia in accordance 
with the tatute of 1 62. and make return forthwith to the Adjutant General. 

Officer of existin()' volunteer companie and tho e newly organized. are 
directed to take immediate measmes to fill up their roll ; ecure and r ender 
erviceable uch arm a. may now be in their po e sion, and r eport to the e 

headquarter for the purpo e of organization into battalion . 
E. F. Holland, 
Gen. 1 t Brig., 1 t Div ., . l\L 

Whether or not the companie were ever filled up or the battalion organ
ized a directed. the author ha no records to how but it i on r ecord that the 
Volunteer Jlilitia companie organized about thi time were in a flouri hing 
condition, and in them we meet for the fir t time the predece or of the I a
tional Guard of Colorado of today. 

The report of Adjutant General D. II. Moffat Jr ., of March 10 1 6-!, to 
the Governor of 'olorado Territory, contain for the fir t time a full li t of the 
volunteer Militia organizations of the territory, and it . how that eight com
panie were then in exi tence. These were : " The Governor 's Guards", "The 
Central City Light Guard. , " " The Boulder County llfounted Rifle .' "The 
Buck kin Gray . '' ' The Empire Guard ' '' The Evan Guard , '' '' The Elbert 
Guard '' and '' The illontgomery Guard . ' Two of the companie were 
nominally de ignated as cavalry the re t infantry, and the report fmther 
tate that all of the companie were furni hed with either Garibaldi or il1i -

i ippi rifle and accoutrement by the War Department.2 

:::\Iention ha been made in the preceding chapter of the rai ing of the 3rd 
Colorado Cavalrv Y olunteer for enice again t the Indian · thi re()'iment 
wa organized b~hveen .d..ugu t 21 and eptember 22, 1 6-!, a~d man/ of it 
member were drawn from the volunteer militia organization listed in Ad
jutant General Moffat' report above.3 Due to variou cau e , a ah·eady 
mentioned. the regiment wa delayed in taking the field, and, the danger being 
great. there was called into en-ice a volunteer militia organization tyled 

•See Appendix C. 
• 3 The "GOYernor' Guard", Capt. T . G. 0-ee. commanding. \\"a mustered in practically 
rntact as Company A. Third olor ado C'aYalry Yo!. See Appendices B and C. 
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"The Tyler Ranger ·." Thi. company was mu. tered in at Blackhawk, C. T., 
on Augu t 15th, 1 6-!. and mu. tered out there on October 1-!th, 1 64. The 
officer of the company were: C. 1\1. 'l'yler, captain; Isaac Whitcher, fir t lieu
tenant; Holden R. Eldred . second lieutenant; Edward B. Stilling , third lieu
tenant; George Bruce, en ign; and Dr. E. Garrott , surgeon. The enli ted 
trength of the company wa eighty-four. and it appearance ju t prior to leav

ing Denyer for ervice on the owrland Route i best ummarized in the fol
low·ing in pection report of ~fajor General Henry l\I. Teller, Colorado ~Iilitia. 
It read : "Di cipline--Good. In truction- Fair. )Iilitary Appearance--Good. 
A.rm -Good. found by them elve . Clothing-Poor. found by them elYe . 
Accoutrement - \ 'ariou. found by them elYes. " 

Among the fragmentary record of the ranO'ers that remain, none better 
narrates and appraises the accompli hments of thi intrepid band than an ad
dre .· to Tyler'. men delinred b.r John EYan . , at that time governor of the 
territory of 'olorado. on the occasion of the Ranger. ' return from their brief 
campaign, September 29, 1 '6-!. The governor aid in part: 

"\\bile a whole regiment of patriotic citizen. (the 3rd Colorado Cavalry) 
ha\e nobly re ponded to our country· call and Yolunteered in the nited 

tate enice for 100 day to fight the ho. tile Indian on the plains-clothed, 
enli ted, mounted and equipped at government expen e, with the nece sary 
attendant delays-you haYe mounted and equipped yom· elve , under my 
proclamation calling for en·ice and were more promptly at the point of 
danger. 

'A more noble and patriotic enice than your had not been rendered by 
anybody at any period in the hi tory of our country. 

'On the 15th of Augu t, only four day after the issue of my proclamation, 
you had enli . ted and marched from Black Ilawk your full company of men. 
On the nineteenth, you left Denver for the cene of Indian depredation and 
ho tilitie -a "·ell appointed and efficieut a company a eYer en"'aged in the 
defen e of this country. 

'·On the march from here to the Junction, you opportunely placed your· 
eh-e in that position where your pre ence materially aided in preventing one 

of the mo t exten iYe and horrible Indian ma acre ever planned by brutal 
malice and ·avage barbarity. 

''On the second night, after your march from Denyer, I received the mo t 
reliable information through friendly Indian coming directly from their camp 
near the head of Beaver Creek. of the pre ence there of from 00 to 1,000 
warrior s of the 'onfederate tribe of ioux. Cheyennes. Arapahoe , Kiowa 
Comanche and Apache Indian . Also that they had agreed to divide into 
four partie for the purpo ·e of a general attack upon the ettlement about 
equidi tant from their general rendezyou . , extending from a point on the 
Platte RiYer below the Junction, for about 100 mile to Fort Lupton, a hort 
di tance below Denyer-al o along Cherry Creek to it om·ce, about fifty 
mile · ; al o along the Fontaine qui Bouille and the Arkan a about 100 mile . 
Their plan wa to diYide into four parties, about 300 to go toward the Junction, 
100 toward Fort Lupton, 250 to Cherry Cre k and about 300 to Fontaine qui 
Bouille and the Arkan a River. The e partie: upon approaching the point 
de ignated were to divide into mall band and spread along those i olated 
ettlement , and, at the dread hour of the night, to murder the inhabitant 

and plunder their hou e and teal their tock. And. but for the timely warn
ing and vigilant preparation for defen e. there i no doubt but Colorado would 
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haYe been the cene of the mo t horrible Indian ma . acre that ha occurred in 
the history of any country in the world.4 

'·At midnight I ent a telegraphic di. patch to the Junction, directing that 
the settlement ' houl 1 be alarmed and notifying them of your pre ence in the 
neighborhood. A dispatch, by me enger. w·as ent to Captain S. E. BrOY\ne, 
then in command of bi militia company on the Boulder, ordering him to moYe 
hi command at once to Fort Lupton. to which he re ponded. From military 
di trict headquarter , wa di ' patched a me enger up Cherry Creek. at the 
head of "-hich Capt. A . J . Gill. with hi Yolunteer militia company, ent out 
cout. and protected the ettlement . Th e military expre al o went to the 
ettlement on the Fontaine qui Bouille 'Yhcre hrn military companie were 

put on the alert, and from thence to Pueblo. where Lieut.. now Colonel houp 
had a detachment; and clown the Arkan as to Camp Fillmore. garrisoned with 
another detachment of the First Regiment of Colorado Yohmteer aYalry. 
And thu by being defended by militia and l nited tate. Volunteer. of the 
Fir t R egiment of olorado Cavalry and by bein"' timel~' placed on the alert 
this exten , ive lin e of . ettlement wa prcsened from the contemplated ur
pri e. and it horrible con equence . 

''The Indian made their appearance at the appointed time at Yariou 
point. a. foretold. * * * But. finding the people arou ed. and the oldier near 
and patrolling the principal point for their attack. their plan of urpri e wa 
fru . trated and they retired to their . afe haunts in the \rilclern e ·s of th plain . 
Your timely pre ence between the Indian ' general rendezvous and the Platte 
at the junction foubtle · saved that exten ive settlement from molestation . 

" X or is thi all. After rendering thi important ervice with unprecedented 
energy and courage. you pres eel your way 300 mile down the line of our 
communication ''ith the tate , to the place where the greate t depredation 
were committed. Thence. under priYation and difficultie , you courageou ly 
pur. ued the ho. tile avage~ to their haunt on the Republican, but to find that 
they had fled before your march, to r egion beyond your mean of ub i tence 
to pur ue them. For want of upplie , you were forced to return haYing thu 
accompli hed a march that would do credit and add lu ter to the fame of the 
mo t Yaliant veteran of the army. 

" You have returned. Under the e circum tance , let the mean and grovel
ing pirit that would ca t obloquy upon the gallant militia of our territory 
receiYe the righteous indignation of all good men, 'vhich they de erve-while 
the militia, and the par ticularly patriotic ' Tyler Rangers. ' hall live in prai e 
of all our good and true, loyal and ju t citizen .. '' 

The hort period of active ervi ce of the Tyler Ranger wa not pectacular, 
neYertheles .-"While it i clear that the com pan~- of Ranger led by Captain 
Tyler engaged in no battle with the Indian . it i · equally clear that it added 
materially to the afety of the inhabitant of northern Colorado. * ~· * The 
feeling of appreben ion * * * mu t have been con iderably allayed by the 
pre ence in the di trict of thi body of tahrnrt Black Hawk citizen " ." 

On November 29th, 1 64, a. related in the preceding chapter, the 3rd Colo
rado CaYalry together with a detachment of the 1 t Colorado Cavalry fouO'ht 
the Indians at Sand Creek, and tbe ub equent effect of the battl e were ocly 
to add fuel to the flame of Indian hatred and hostility for the white man. By 
January, 1 65, the Indian ituation had again become menacing, and during 

•Governor Evans h e r e r e views the Indian situation in the territory imm ediate ly pre
ceding the Sand Creek expedition. See Chap. 3. ante. 

' J. F. Willard in Colorado :\Iagazine, July, 1930. 
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the month Colonel l\1oonlight, then in command of the Di trict of Colorado, ad
dres ed the following communication to the Legislature of the Territory and 
to acting Governor S. H. Elbert: 

Headquarters District of Colorado. 
D enYer , January 9, 1 65. 

Speaker of the Hou e of R epre entatiYes. Colorado City, Colo., Ter. 

Gentlemen: 

Learning that the legi lative body of Colorado Territory is now in es ion, 
I r espectfully ugge t for yom con. ideration the propriety of immediately re
organizing the militia law. Yom· country i in a manner isolated from the 
balance of the Federal Government on which you depend for . upplie . Your 
line of tran portation is now inoperative, and it devolve upon you, the repre
sentatives of the people, to take a tep in a direction that will insure you at 
lea t an active and efficient militia force to guard over your intere t . A 
matter now tand. the militia mu t be called out ooner or later and I make 
these ugge tions that there may be no mi under tanding between the civil 
and military. Gentlemen. pardon my intrusion; I mean it for good. 

\ery r e pectfully, your obedient. ervant, 

T. ~Ioonligoht. 
olonel. EleYenth Kansa 

Commanding. 
avalry. 

Headquarter District of Colorado 
Denyer , January 17. 1 65. 

Hon. . H. Elbert. Acting Go,ernor olorado Territory: 
Sir: 

By rea on of the carcity of troop in thi di trict, our natural enemie the 
Indian . have po e ed them ehe of our line of communication. They haYe 
burned ranche , killed innocent women and children. de troyed Government 
property wherever it was found. driYen off the tage tock. killed the driver 
and pa , enger traveling on the coache ; in hort. they are making it a war of 
extermination. W e may look in vain for such timely military a i tance a will 
protect the liYes and property of ettler . nor can we hop e for an eastern com
munication thi. winter unle s the citizen of the Territory band them elve to
gether in a military organization and pring to arms at your call as chief execu
tiTe. The blood of the innocent and uffering unoffending martyr crie aloud 
for -vengeance, and stanation stare in the face the liYing. It devolve. upon 
the militia a matter now tand to open the Overland route and keep it open 
until troop can be had from the ea t to make war on the e avage. of the 
plains until there remain not a ve tige of their ho tility. You nor I cannot 
longer remain inactive and be considered guiltle . On behalf of the General 
GoTernment (and on my own r e ponsibility. tru ting to justice of the cau. e for 
my protection ) I will furni. h carbine to the fir t mounted and accepted com
pany and rifled weapon of improved pattern to all the balance; al. o ration. 
for the ame a U. . troop . and forage for the animal , with the proper 
allowance of tran portation, and also hor e equipm ent . "My cont inform me 
that the Indian pie are now prowling- around the nry skirt. of thi. place . 
. o that in addition to :--·our call for militia for field . enice the city companie. 
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should at once be placed on a war footing, having daily drill , with appointed 
places of rendezvou , that we may not be caught napping. 

I am >ery Tespectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. foo.nlight, 
Colonel, Eleventh Kansa Cavalry. 
Commandin.,. 

The e appeal apparently had \ery little effect, and to again quote Colonel 
Moonlight (in hi report to 1\1ajor General Dodge, commanding the Depart
ment of the l\fissouri) : 

''After ha>ing become posses ed of all these fact I looked around to ee 
what could be done in the premi e to ave thi country. I first made a state
ment to Major-General Curtis (which, by the way ha never been acknowl
edged), and impre ed upon the governor regarding the turning out of the 
militia. -n·hich wa deemed impracticable owing to the fact that the law has . o 
many defect . I then ugge ted to the legi lature, which wa in e ion, the 
propriety of amending the militia law, but no an wer_ came or action taken. 
In con ultation with the ""Overnor and other men of the Territory it wa deemed 
mo t expedient and be t to urge the pa age of a bill i uing Territorial bond 
which would be ca hed at par by moneyed men. and the ame u eel to pay 
volunteer a bounty for three months en-ice and purcha e hor e on which to 
mount them (for there are none in the quarterma ter' hands, nor money to 
purcha e them with). and the. e men were to be placed under my command 
and used in opening and keeping open the Overland tage Route. 'l'he hou e 
and council could not agree on the bill; so after over two week ' delay and 
no good resulting from their action, I was compelled to proclaim martial law. 
shut up all hou e of busine . top all labor and traffic, and keep matter o 
until they furni heel me 360 mounted men, which I would arm and equip . The e 
men are now being raised and I expect by the 20th to have the mo t of them 
in the field". 

The proclamation of martial law oon had the de ired effect . and new 
volunteer militia organization began to pring up like mu hroom . Eight 
additional companie were added to tho e mentioned in the report of ::\Iarch 
10th. 1 64. and from all of the e organization and other >olunteers there wa 
organized for active ervice in February. 1 65, a regiment of ix mounted 
companies designated the First Regiment Colorado \ olunteer founted :Jiilitia . 
The regiment wa commanded by Colonel Samuel E. Browne of Denver, with 
James R. Oliver a. Lieutenant Colonel and Pre ly Talbot a l\fajor. The com
panie were rai ed and lettered a follow : A and B from DenYer, C from 
Central City, D from Blackhawk, E from Boulder, and F from Greeley. 

The regiment wa employed by detachment on the line between DenYer 
and Julesburg and although it fought no action with the ho tile Indian . never
thele it judiciou di tribution afforded protection to the tage and tran -
portation train and the settler along the route. On April 27th. 1 65, the rei:ri
ment returned to Dem·er and wa mu tered out two day later. It i of intere.· t 
to note that the Federal go,ernment at fir t refu eel to pay the expen es of the 
regiment. but later ongress by joint re olution provided for the payment of all 
bill incurred a a con equence of puttin.,. the regiment in the field. 

During the ab ence of the 1 t Regiment Colorado I olunteer fifoun ted 
:.\1ilitia on the plain , and in compliance with Colonel ~foonlight' uggestion 
''that in addition to your call for militia for field ervice the cit~- companie. 
hould at once be placed on a war footing. ha,ing daily drill * * * .,_ J1e"· 
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companie ' were rai ed in Den•er to replace tho e that had been mn tered in 
with the regiment. The new paper of the day contain many reference to uch 
organizations a ''The Denver Light Guard , '' ''Company B, Third Di trict, '' 
and "The }foonlight Guard , " and a familiar note i. t ruck when one captain 
order. hi. company out for a drill at a certain time and place and threaten 
to end a squad out to gather up ab entees. 

Following the mu ter-out of the 1 t Regiment Colorado Volunteer }fom;1ted 
~Iilitia and the temporary ce ation of Indian ho tilitie intere t in military 
affair again ub ided. and the •ariou -volunteer militia companie oon pa ed 
out of exi tence. Howe•er. in the ummer of 1 67 the perennial Indian care 
bobbed up again, and under the tre of the time three companie were rai ed 
to a si t the Federal troop in the defense of the territory. The e ''ere let
tered Companies A. B, and C. Colorado Volunteer :Militia. and were commanded 
by Captain · Fred J. Stanton. Harry A. Packard and David J. Cook, re pec
tively. Sub i tence having been furni hed by voluntary ub cription and 
donation from the citizen of Denver the companie went into camp near the 
city. there to await the furni hing of horse and equipment. The e not forth
coming the troop . after ten day in camp, "-ere mu tered out, and the terri
tory wa once again without troop. amenable to the order of the GoYernor.6 

Referring once again to .. Adjutant-General Ilal ayre 's report of December 3. 
1 67. we find that the militia of Colorado 'l'erritory had ju t about become 
non-existent. To quote: 

' Of organized volunteer militia, there i not one company in the Terri
tonr. The report of the Adjutant-General for the year 1 65. carried ixteen 
companie under thi head. where in reality there wa but one company fully 
organized a required by law. That company having ceased to exi. t, I have 
dropped them entirely from my report . '' 

Again on December 31, 1 69, he report to the Governor: 

"There are no organized militia within the territory: nor do I think an 
organization could be perfected under our pre ent law. Thi law ha been in 
force ince February 10th, 1 65. 

"I know· not what exertion were made by my predece or to perfect an 
organization under it· but with the mo t . trenuous endeavor on my part I have 
utterly failed to accompli h anything. Many rea on might be adduced for it 
inefficiency. but the principal defect i a want of adequate compen ation for 
ervice to the variou officers whose duty it is to carry out it several provi ions. 

"In the year of 1 6 I cau ed to be printed mu ter roll . for the purpo e 
of tlw enrollment of the militia, a pro•ided in Article 2, of the act approved 
February 10th. 1 65. The e roll were duly di tributed to the Yariou officer 
as provided by aid act; and of all the roll o di tributed not one wa. properly 
returned. For thi rea on-deeming it a u ele expen. e--1 did not di tribute 
any thi year· and being without the nece ary information on thi ubject, I 
have not made the returns to the general O'Overnment a required by the law 
of the United tate . 

" Of Volunteer militia th ere are none; at least nothing appear in my 
office that show any uch organization to exi t.'' 

Thi then. wa the condition of affair in the military department of the 
tenitory when a bout the middle of Augu t, 1 6 . there wa a general uprising 
of the Indian inhabiting that part of the Territory lying ea t of the mountain 

6 See Appe ndix D . 
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This uprising was doubtles preconcerted. as the attack wa almo t . imul
taneou throughout the whole country. 

Di patches flowed in upon ecretary Hall, then Acting Governor (Gov
ernor Hunt being ab ent ) . from all parts of the Territory. asking a i. tance and 
arm , and giving detail of outrage committed by the Indian . 

To grant a i tance vrn almo t impo ible, a there -wa not an organized 
company of militia within the Territory. and by the time a force could have 
been organized and equipped, the Indians -would haYe done all the damage in 
their power. and placed hundred of mile of di tance between them elve. and 
the scene of their depredation . 

All the arm in the Territory, consisting of a few hundred -worthle s 
Au trian rifle . and le s than one hundred Warner Carbines. were di tributed 
among the settler at the mo t expo ed point . 

Requi ition were at once made on the general government for arm and 
ammunition, which requi ition were filled. 

Companie of Yolunteer were organized at . e\eral point within the 
Territory, who went in pur uit of the Indian . in e\eral ca e coming upon 
and ginng battle, and re ulting in the killin<>' of perhap thirty or forty of 
the Indian. 

Conditions becoming critical Acting Gowrnor Ilall notified )fajor General 
P. H. Sheridan at Fort LeaYenworth. Kan a , of the . tate of affairs and re
que ted a si tance. Thi. a . i tance wa oon forthcoming and order were 
issued by General heridan for the troops at Fort Reynold and JJyon to 
co-operate with Colorado volunteers in the suppre ion of ho tilitie. . 'l'he fol
lowing telegram from General heridan to GoYernor Ilall. show the force of 
government troop put in the field: 

Ileadquarter in the Field 
Fort Hays, Kansa 

To Hi Excellency: Frank Hall, Acting GoYernor, C. T.: 

Your di patch received. Gen. Bradley i now at the ford of the Re
publican with eight companie , two of ca,alry and ix of infantry, and will 
cour the country a far a Kiowa. 

The advance of even companie. of the Fifth aYalry ha arrived at Fort 
Harker, and a oon a they will arrive, will march Yia the fork to the Re
publican to your frontier at Kiowa. 'l'hat will make :fifteen (15 ) Companie 
in that ection. Four companie of the Tenth CaYalry are under Marching 
order from Fort Dodge to Fort Lyon, to operate a<>'ain t the Indian from 
that point. 

Captain Graham company will oon be fitted up again, and with Car
penter' company of Tenth Cavalry. will haYe the line of tage road to Kiowa. 

apt. Carpenter' company took Graham's place and wa on it march to 
Kiowa when I had to direct it to the a i. tance of Col. Forsyth. who had a 
fight on the dry fork of the Republican with four hundred and fifty (-l:-O) 
Indian , in which he wa twice wounded eYerely, Lieut. Beecher killed, and 
thr~e men of the command killed and eighteen wounded. He killed thirty-fiye 
Indian and wounded a great many, but wa unable to come in on account of 
his wound , as he had no wagon , and all hi hor es were killed in the fight. 
A large number of Indian ponies were killed.' 

'The battle of Beech er' s Island, Colorado Territory, See Appendix E. 
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General Sully' command i still south of the Arkansa . He had a fight 
in which he killed eventeen Indian , lo ing three oldiers. 

I am exceedingly sorry to have been unable to relieve the di tre s of the 
people of your frontier; but the fact of the case is, I ha\e my bands full. 

I hope the mo,ement and pre ence of the forces abo'e described will bring 
relief. 

(Signed) P. H. Sheridan 
Maj. Gen., . S. A. 

E-rnrytbing po ible to relieve the ituation, with the meager force availa
ble. wa done, and about the middle of October hostilities within the territory 
bad cea ed. 

The volunteer that bad been rai ed to help uppre s the upri ing were not 
a part of the organized militia of the territory, and they were never regularly 
mu tered in to either the federal or territorial service. As soon as their service 
were no longer required they returned to their home , and the territory was 
once again without an armed and organized force of any kind whatsoever. 
'fbi condition of affair continued until early in the spring of 1 72 when tep 
were taken to reorganize the Governor' Guard of Denver. However, the story 
of that reorganization and of the reorganization of the ca,alry arm in olorado 
Territory are properly parts of the historie of the 157tb. (1 t Colorado ) In
fantry. and of the 117tb eparate quadron of Cavalry, Colorado :National 
Guard. which are recorded in Part II and III following. 

The GoYernor' Guards 'nre, at the time of the reorganization in 1 72, a 
emi-priYate organization, and it i of pa ing intere t to note that two other 

private organization were carried on the Adjutant General' ordnance return 
of 1 76 a haYing been furnished rifles and equipment by the territorial govern
ment· the e were the '' J arYi Hall 'ad et , '' an organization made up of tu
dent in Janri Hall, a boy 'school at Golden, olorado, and the "High chool 
Squad" of Denver. Both organization enjoyed omewhat of a emi-official 
tatu , and were in the nature of -ward of the Adjutant General. 

Colorado became a tate of the nion on August 1 t , 1 76. and the regu
larly enrolled and 11w terecl volunteer militia organization at thi time were 
a follow : 

'ompany A, 1st Infantry. (Emmett Guard ) , Central City. 
Company B, 1 t Infantry, (GoYernor' Guard ) , Denver. 
Company A, 1 t Cavalry, (Denver 'cout ) , Denver. 
Company B, 1 t Cavalry (Pike Peak Rangers ) , Colorado pring . 
Company , 1 t Cavalry. ( 'terling couts ) . terling. 

Intere t in military affair wa again at low ebb. and very little attempt 
wa made to enroll new organization to complete the contemplated battalion 
organization of the Infantry. The pa . ing of territorial goYernment wa ac
companied by no blaze of military glory. and it wa. not until the econd e ion 
in 1 79 of the newly created tate legislature that a really con. tructive piece 
of legi lation wa pa. ed to place the state· military forces on a permanent 
ba i . 


